WELCOME FROM THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE

Welcome to Brisbane for the 2006 combined ABA / ANZIHLE conference:  life, death and human nature – bioethics and biolaw in the twenty-first century.  This is the third time that the two organizations have combined their conferences, and as before, in Sydney in 2000 and 2004, we look forward to the rich exchange of ideas which the combined format will no doubt bring.

Our keynote speakers bring a rich mix of experience, scholarship and achievement in health, medicine, the arts, history and sociology, biological science, epidemiology and the law.  We are most grateful that they have agreed to share their knowledge and ideas.  The proferred papers cover a wide variety of concerns and topics, with a significant emphasis on the interfaces between science, ethics, law and human nature.
The conference coincides with the move of the Journal of Bioethical Inquiry, which was launched at the Sydney 2004 conference, to a new status as a Springer journal, with all that this implies for increased circulation and recognition of this interdisciplinary journal.
The ABA will award the Max Charlesworth prize for the second time, and ANZIHLE will also provide an award for a student essay.

We hope you enjoy every aspect of the conference, and the immediate surroundings and facilities of QUT and the city of Brisbane.
Malcolm Parker
Chair, Conference Organising Committee
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